346                    CONGO    SONG
He looked up. A truck drove in: the professor and Retief
were back. Of course they were back: the war: it had come
to them in the forest; come on the drums in the night.
The professor and Retief were getting out of the truck as he
reached it. They all shook hands. It was many years since
they had shaken hands.
cSo it has comea Channel.3
cYes, it has come.5
They went into the house together. Olga was waiting for
them.
Le Blanc kissed his wife. 6We should have been back
sooner/ he said, cif we had not had a breakdown.3
CA breakdown?  Where?3
The conversational level interested Channel. How casual
they were keeping it!
cSoon after the village, Olga, ma chere. We had just passed
Sebastian driving like a lunatic the other way.'
'Sebastian borrowed one of your rifles, do you mind? I
could not stop him.3
The professor patted her hand. 6I mind nothing. It is good
to be back. I was afraid for you.3